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Why study Cultural
_ Resistance?
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PHOTOS BY LARRY MORRIS—THE WASHINGTON POST

Saturday’s march brought out “Another Mother for Peace” made by Marianne Ross, dressed in red
above. Hank Wilson, right, hoists his large-eared caricature of President Bush.

Borne in Effigy

If Protest Is Theater, Its Biggest Actors Are Puppets

ear the front of the tens of thou-

sands of antiwar marchers head-

ing north on 17th Street Saturday

was a gauzy Madonna (with dead

child), the mother’s body mount-
ed on a shopping cart, her arms manipulated
with broomsticks. Shortly after came a bul-
bous-headed George W. Bush, with a hawkish
beak of a nose and a bomb cradled in his right
hand. And then a weeping woman, an image
borrowed from Picasso’s “Guernica,” her
head craned back at a painfully impossible an-
gle, her mouth open as if she’s catching rain-
drops and screaming at the sky simulta-
neously.

If not a huge display of puppetry, it was a
-representative one. The Madonna belongs to
Marianne Ross, a puppetmaker from Be-
thesda who works regularly with the grand-
daddy of political puppet companies, the Ver-
mont-based Bread and Puppet Theater. The
Guernica puppet was made by the husband-
and-wife team of Marco Giammetti and Carol
Hendrickson from Freehold, N.J. It harks
back, says Giammetti, to the European tradi-
tion of large masks and puppets used during
Carnival celebrations. And the George Bush
figure was made by a guy from Bryn Mawr,
Pa., with no particular background in the
form.

“My daughter told me to do a puppet,” says

Hank Wilson, holding Bush low around the
president’s magenta, gray and yellow camou-
flage pattern drapery that forms its midriff.
“Because it’s fun.”

See PUPPETS, C.
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Indonesia: Shadow Puppets
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Do women have to he

naked to get into U.S.
museums?

Less than 3% of the artists
in the Met. Museum are

B women, but 3% of the
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Guerilla Girls, NYC 1985
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